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HINCHEY PROPOSES $250 MILLION IN  

DISASTER AID FOR FARMERS 
 

AMENDMENT FAILS IN CLOSE COMMITTEE VOTE 
 
WASHINGTON - U.S. Representative Maurice Hinchey (NY-26) today offered an 
amendment to a spending bill that would have created a $250 million disaster assistance 
program for specialty crop farmers. Hinchey's amendment, which was prompted by the 
severe weather-related damages suffered by apple growers in the Hudson Valley, failed 
to pass the House Appropriations Committee on a 29-31 vote. 
 
"The late frost and hail in the Hudson Valley caused severe losses for apple growers," 
said Hinchey. "This was on top of the serious losses the growers have suffered in each of 
the past several years from other weather problems and from unfair trade practices in the 
global market. The federal government needs to provide more help to these farmers or 
they're going to be forced out of business." 
 
Weather-related damage to apple farms in the Hudson Valley this year has caused an 
estimated $65 million in losses. The Hinchey Amendment would have provided 
assistance to all specialty crop farms that suffered at least a 25 percent crop loss. All of 
the apple growers in the Hudson Valley would meet that criterion. 
 
Until fiscal year 2001, the federal government had never provided assistance to specialty 
crop farmers like apple growers. A member of the Agriculture Appropriations 
Subcommittee, Hinchey wrote the amendment that changed that practice and provided 
$138 million in assistance for growers who had experienced consecutive years of 
weather-related crop losses and record low prices. 
 
For fiscal year 2002,Hinchey authored an amendment to provide $150 million in aid to 
apple growers. The amendment was included in the Agriculture Appropriations bill for FY 
'02 that passed the House, but the Senate failed to include the funding. Hinchey fought to 
preserve the full amount in the conference report, but had to settle for $75 million. He 
then sought to make up the difference in the new farm bill that was passed earlier this 
year. The final version of that bill provided an additional $94 million for apple growers. 
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"I'm proud of the help I've been able to provide so far, but we need to do more," Hinchey 
added. "I'm very disappointed that my colleagues on the Appropriations Committee failed 
to pass my amendment and I intend to offer it again when the bill reaches the House 
floor. If that fails, I'll try again in conference." 
 
The House Appropriations Committee completed its work on the FY '03 Agriculture 
Appropriations Bill today. The full House of Representatives is expected to take up the bill 
next week. After the Senate passes its version of the bill, a conference committee will be 
appointed to resolve any differences between the two. As a member of the 
subcommittee, Hinchey will be appointed to the conference committee. 

 


